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The Etiology of Cancer. 
BY ROBERT T. COOPER, M. A., M. D., LONDON. 


The following history given me in a case of osteo-sarcoma af- 
fecting the head, neck and upper shaft of the femur is worthy 
of careful consideration, as it teaches very forcibly the important 
lesson that cancerous diseases may arise from any form of septic 
infection, whether conveyed in the channel of food or subcutane- 
ously in the form of vaccine-lymph. 

Patient's age, 51 ; vaccinated at 20 ; had a very severe illness 
afterwards, attended by the formation of a large abscess near the 
axilla of corresponding side ; evidence presumably of a sensitive- 
ness to septic infection, which admittedly may be conveyed in 
the operation of vaccination. 

Fourteen years ago, when on the continent, after partaking of 
an ice she was seized with frightful pain in the bowels, followed 
by symptoms of septic poisoning, with great prostration and slow 
recovery ; her doctor, indeed, was not certain if the case was one 
of typhoid fever. 

When recovering a swelling came in the right breast, and the 
patient was sent up to London from the south of England, where 
she was then staying, to a consultant, who declared it cancerous 
and at once removed the breast. This, a second time, showed 
how easily disposed the patient was to infecting material, and it 
proved that this impregnation may assume a cancerous form. 
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For twelve years the patient remained free from recurrence 
of the cancer, and two years ago was vaccinated. The vaccina- 
tion “took,” but very soon after a swelling, declared to be can- 
cerous, came in the left breast, and this breast was accordingly 
removed by surgical operation ; however, within the last six 
months cancerous disease has broken out in the left thigh bone, 
as above stated, showing that marrow infection is at work, and 
that, whatever may be said to the contrary, fermentative material, 
like vaccine lymph, may develop injuriously in the system and 
lead on to malignant disease. There was, I may state, no family 
history of cancer. 

Of late I have met with many cancer cases, all dating back two 
years, and in every instance where this period of duration was 
mentioned it transpired on my questioning the patients that the 
disease had come on subsequently to vaccination during the last 
epidemic of small-pox. 

[And still we wonder why cancer and other malignant diseases 
are on the increase. We sow the seed in vaccination ; we reap 
the harvest in cancer, osteo-sarcoma, etc.—ED.] 


